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GENEVA FOR WISNER 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR, RH, UK 

SUBJECT: BRITISH PRESS ON GENEVA TALKS, DECEMBER 4,5,6 

1 . THE WEEKEND PAPERS REPORT THAT RHODESIA AND 
MOZAMBIQUE ARE MOVING RAPIDLY TOWARDS A STATE OF OPEN 
WAR, AND THERE IS A SUGGESTION THAT THE U.S. SHOULD HELP 
BRITAIN TO AVOID A BLOOD BATH. MONDAY S PAPERS SAY THAT 
IAN SMITH'S RETURN TO THE CONFERENCE IS EXPECTED TO MARK 
ITS TURNING POINT, ONE WAY OR ANOTHER. 

2. SUNDAY TELEGRAPH SALISBURY CORRESPONDENT CHRISTOPHER 
MUNNION: "RHODESIA AND MOZAMBIQUE ARE MOVING RAPIDLY 
TOWARDS A STATE OF OPEN WAR AMID CLAIM AND COUNTER-CLAIM 
OF AGGRESSION AND CONFRONTATION BETWEEN THEIR ARMIES." 

3. SUNDAY TIMES ARTICLE BY ANTHONY PEARSON: "LAST WEEK, 
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THE (MOZAMBIQUE) MINISTRY OF INFORMATION FELT IT NECES- 
SARY FOR THE THIRD TIME IN A MONTH TO DENY THAT HALF OF 
MOZAMBIQUE HAD BEEN TAKEN BY THE GUERRILLAS OF...THE 
ZIMBABWE PEOPLE S ARMY.... (PRESIDENT) MACHEL SEEMS TO 
FEAR THAT THE SOVIET UNION MAY BE TEMPTED TO TURN THE 
GUERRILLAS AGAINST HIS WEAKENED FRET .IMP ARMY AND OVER- 
THROW HIM. AND HE MAY BE CONVINCED THAT ANY EARLY 
VICTORY IN RHODESIA IS THE ONLY WAY HE CAN REMOVE THE 
GUERRILLA THREAT." 

4. TIMES (SATURDAY) EDITORIAL: "THE DECISION TO OFFER A 
BRITISH ROLE IS FRAUGHT WITH RISK AS THE CABINET... MUST 
KNOW. THEY HAVE RIGHTLY KEPT IT VAGUE AND CONTINGENT ON 
THE OUTCOME OF THE (GENEVA) CONFERENCE.... WHETHER MR. 
CARTER WOULD SEND A REPRESENTATIVE TO JOIN (A) PRAESIDIUM 
OR GOVERNOR-GENERAL-IN-COUNCIL CANNOT YET BE KNOWN. BUT 
JUST AS SANCTIONS WERE ENFORCED BY MANDATORY SECURITY 
COUNCIL RESOLUTION, SO SHOULD THE INSTRUMENT FOR TRANSFER 
OF POWER BE ENDORSED BY THE UN.... BRITAIN CANNOT SEND 
TROOPS. EVENTUALLY SOME SUCH ROLE FOR THE UN AS IT 
UNDERTOOK... IN THE CONGO. ..MAY HAVE TO BE THE REQUIRED 
PRICE FOR BRITISH PARTICIPATION." 

5. GUARDIAN (SATURDAY) EDITORIAL: "IF THE BLOOD BATH 
WHICH IS SO WIDELY FORESEEN FOR RHODESIA BEFORE INDE- 
PENDENCE OR FOR ZIMBABWE AFTERWARDS CAN BE PREVENTED IT I 
MOST LIKELY TO BE PREVENTED BY A COMBINATION OF UNITED 
STATES DIPLOMATIC AND PHYSICAL INFLUENCE. BUT THAT IS 
TRUE ONLY AS LONG AS SUSPICIONS OF AMERICAN INVOLVEMENT 
ARE TEMPERED BY THE PRESENCE ALSO OF FORCES FROM 
NEIGHBORING ENGLISH-SPEAKING AFRICAN STATES. 

THE MAJOR BRITISH AND WESTERN INTEREST IN RHODESIA 
COINCIDES WITH THE BEST INTERESTS OF THE PEOPLE ON THE 
SPOT: A PEACEFUL TRANSITION AND A STABLE, AND REASONABLY 
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DEMOCRATIC, STATE THEREAFTER. IT MAY NOT BE POSSIBLE TO 
ACHIEVE THESE AIMS. TRIBAL AND PERSONAL RIVALRY MAY 
PROVE TOO GREAT. THE INFLUENCE OF MOZAMBIQUE, WHENCE THE 
GUERRILLAS MAINLY OPERATE, MAY CONDEMN THE COUNTRY FIRST 
TO A CIVIL WAR AND THEN TO THE EMERGENCE OF YET ANOTHER 
DISMAL MARXIST REPUBLIC. BUT UNTIL THAT FATE IS SEALED 
BRITAIN AND AMERICA SHOULD DO EVERYTHING THEY CAN TO FORE 
STALL IT." 

6. FINANCIAL TIMES SALISBURY CORRESPONDENT MICH ART, 

HOLMAN (MONDAY): "THE ARRIVAL THIS WEEK IN GENEVA OF 
MR. IAN SMITH. ..IS LIKELY TO BRING THE RHODESIAN CON- 

SE TO A HEAD. (HIS) CLAIM THAT THE SETTLENIH PRO- 
POSALS PUT FORWARD BY.. .KISSINGER REPRESENTED A TAKE-IT 
OR-LEAVE-IT CONTRACT WILL BE PUT TO THE TEST.... PUBLIC 
STATEMENTS BY MR. SMITH AND HIS MINISTERS HAVE LEFT NO 
ROOM FOR MANEUVER ON PROPOSALS WHICH HAVE BEEN REJECTED 
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BY.. .NATIONALIST LEADERS IN GENEVA AND IT IS THOUGHT THAT 
IF THIS IS TO BE THE ISSUE (INTERIM ADMINISTRATION) ON 
WHICH THE CONFERENCE COLLAPSES, MR. SMITH WISHES TO BE 
THERE." 

7. TIMES GENEVA CORRESPONDENT: "THE RETURN HERE.. .OF... 

SMITH IS EXPECTED TO MARK A TURNING POINT ONE WAY OR THE 
OTHER IN THE RHODESIAN CONFERENCE." 
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